TOUCH

A CHILD is smaller than a man; he has not
the man's strength or reason, but he sees
and hears as well or nearly as well; his sense of
taste is very good, though he is less fastidious, and
he distinguishes scents as clearly though less sen-
suously. The senses are the first of our faculties
to mature; they are those most frequently over-
looked or neglected.

To train the senses It is not enough merely to
use them; we must learn to judge by their means,
to learn to feel, so to speak; for we cannot touch,
see, or hear, except as we have been taught.

There is a mere natural and mechanical use of
the senses which strengthens the body without
Improving the judgment. It is all very well to
swim, run, jump, whip a top, throw stones; but
have we nothing but arms and legs? Have we
xiot eyes and ears as well; and are not these organs
necessary for the use of the rest? Do not merely
exercise the strength, exercise all the senses by
which it is guided; make the best use of every
one of them, and check the results of one by the
other. Measure, count, weigh, compare. Do not
use force till you have estimated the resistance;
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